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OPING to find out nn bhehalf of
1 Its readora exactly how suc-
3 cemful Amaerican writers in
ety heyday feel about such eriticlsm
ﬂ thelr endeavors an was typified in
e recent paper by Willlam Crary
Brownell read at the annual meeting
ot the American Academy and the Na-
Institute of Arts and Letters,
Bun submitted the following ques
to & number of authors:
a Which of the nations excels in the
A short story? Who, In the na-
3 eneelling, are the greatest mas-
. botm of the form? TIf it Ia not Amerioa
Wwherein do you find their stories bet-
than the besl now being pubMshed
American writers? Aocount for the
level In this country.
Name the half dosen novels write
sinoce 1000 which you consider the
performances. Name the half
fomp American novals of this time
. Whish you most admire, Do you find
Amarican novel {n general improv-
or dsteriorating? What In your
spinion is the reason for any change?
& Name & few great novelists dead
to 1900 whose attitude, method
style, applied unchanged to new
would secure them a living
Were they o begin their caresrs to-
fay. Name others, comparatively re-
but before 1900, of whom this
il not be true,
4 Haa the ascendency of plot and
parrative interest and with the most |
n writers of didactig "I‘I'Ill-lli"l'
your opinion (ended to dulmy]
; le? Do you consider the decline of
ponsgious stylistic clegance & help or
b harm to the novel?
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the only two subscribed for periodis |
cals In my home, and when T wan 14 |
¥ noss was put to the grindstone of
4 reading.” |
My grundfather had an old library |
Inherited from his futher and crammed
with such airy nothings as  Hume, |
Thiers, Rollin, lato, Heroditus, Xeno-

UP

'

e

NOVEMBER

""E"" ;

o

o

26, 1916, ' :
— - —

—

—

— e

3Y CRITICISM OF

Well Known Writers Reply to the Latest Charge That the Novel and|
Short Story as Written Here Compare Badly With the European
Product, and Also Answer Some Interesting Questions

F’lﬂﬂ. Thl)('!'dlll.l—-lﬂ mention but a | more interested in incident than 'nl or mmpm novels—what In Amqr.:(‘n"ﬂd in a writers' writer; |h.' love

few [ can recall offhand,
at sach of these In successlon for two |
hours every evening. After I married
(with no Interval) 1 fell into the hunds
of & learned lawyer who lived near my
country place, The same dlet con-
tinued until I was avolded ns an un-
natural bookworm and both my men-
tors plumed themselves upon the cer.

« B How many and which contempo-
E :ry writers In the English Iunuuan'l
; you find to base their work on a
wine nalural history of man? l'loi
consider fine psychological analy-
& higher mode of art than floe ro-
co which does not pretend 1o em-
ly it?

6, Is the characteristlec work of O,
y & beneficent model to hold be-
the beginning short story writer?
It In noticeabls that the writers of
older hrigade were disposed to en-
under Mr. Brownell's gonfalon,
8 the newer ones sWore great
and flashed thelr blades In vio- |
animosity, \ I
Pumming up the returns in to date,
outlylng precincts and Indiana !
ng, It appears that American fo-
In going to the dogs and up to the
star; that it s a painful subject
those who think so are paretios;
style ln dead and may it rest In
i that oatmeal In the proper diet
a writer and more can be bought
present fiction pricea than could bhe
y; that ©O. Henry—enjoying
& vogue In England just now—
& very great urtlst and one af him

enough. If not too many.
In short, the outcome ls doubtful.
sort of resultant, obtalned between
twe conflicting forces, would seem
e a tendency of American fiction
eeatinue in the present tenor of its
, and of Amerlcan opinlons ta con-

to differ upon it

$are are the opinions of the authors

Progress Due to Rebels.
. By GERTRUDE ATHERTON,

Mir. Brownell's bitter protest against

American fiction of the day in as

I & symptom as thse outery

" his cocksure - dictums, We

! stanch old wheslhorses and we
i Nery leaders.

Clvillmtion s made up of conserva-
five and radical elements both tue-

at the fluld impulses bhetween,
what the good old wheelliorses of
time, a8 of ull times, never seem
to grasp i= that without the rebels,
independents, the adventurers and
thers would be no progress.
Look burk over history and visual-
the sort of reniling 1t would make
eonservalism had relgned unchal-

Ttead the history of literature

make a collection of authors

" and famous In thelr lttls day,
quits unknown. Read the dla-
arpainat the audacious spirits, or
merely original; note what i far
, the allent scorn to which they
treated, To-day they are the
I8 of our keen old watchdogs, who
themselves upon their erudition,
L, owing to the reactionary guality
thelr Intellects—inseparable from

h conmservailam—Iack the coure

pge, even If they possessed the fore-
t, to prociaim the ultimate telumph

& strongly diverging talent or of a
hew achoo).

Therefore (a it the ahorest cut to
puccess, #o far as critical recognition
ja concerned, to (ollow msticulously In
: Rhe footmieps of established lumi-
i paries. If the newcomers have a re-

4 ble talent for the story and do

work alcely fallure is practically
fmpossible They are standaniized ut
once. It Is safo 1o extol them, and

pomething more than safe,
They are i new rock of strangth to
.".o old puard, who ook with sincers
Porror upon a rapldly growing class
of writers to whom standards nre mere
outworn superstitions, to e relegated |
B ths limho vawning for victorlous
13 anti-suffragista, prudes  wnd  snobe
t They therefore ring the chinges upon
the virtues of every recruit to the ald
eonvention, in the twofold hopo of en-
oouraging maore imitations and mould-

iy the public taste.

They might as well try to check the
seing tide of democracy, The public,
@ven time, makes up Ita awn mind
The writers peralatently upheld by the

guardians are always s lncking in
priceless gift of personality that the
imterest of his or her literiry offer-
ing depends entirely upon the choloe
of subject. O, Henry, who was anath-
oA to the literury magnzines and
whom these anxions witehdogs stlll
Bbark at In #pitn of the uncontrovert-
Ible fact that he (8 Kknown throughout
the clvilised world, may be read with
pleasure even when his dramatic in-
iration falls him; not only beciuse
him careless Independence but be-
aluse of the hypnotiging personality
ag hehind every line, As for atyle.
created his own style, and higher

' ghan that no writer can go.
It wonuld be a ®reat maving of the
Mage thunder and lightning periadi=
| @ty let lnose by the old guard of crit-
It they could be brought tu realize
t with writers of declded tondens
$ea and peculiar environments they
{2 Aavail nothing. It s unly the clever un-
Lf #ifted mind thut says to Iteelf, 1 will
P write. 1 will teach myself to write
fletlon. Now. what line ahall 1 take?"*
Mat s in the lonst wimenuble to eritical
MAnence wnd ey loe

I will be egotistical, as It Is & short
out towird lllustrating my  point I
[ wan practically eulsed on the Atlantic
199 Aonthly. That and the Nalion were

of

it
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acter analysis, more tickled by the hu-

mor of & phrase than by the humor of |

& situation. Iu his long storles ut a single sittin
Intellectunlly that means nothing ! d |
worse than juvenllity, and we may p1qyg told all that at a sitting, not even |

outgrow [t. More serious s the fact, to
be noted In any democracy, that we are
not mtereated In human belnge bhut In

I was put | character, more in plot than in char- | jox we call noveletlow,
“You've noticed, for Instance, how '
Conrad will make his narrator tell one |

LAf he'd mat all night, But Conrad s a
great man, 1 noted ‘An Outcast of the
Isiunds’ for mention among the novels

‘hen you measure It up, nobody could | Cobb, & writer, Is among ths sincere

hin work and acchaim (t. The Iul
reader is likely to buy it to ses what
the huo and cry ls about and to pralse
it to ba In faahlon. Nevertheless, Mr.

devotees,

), Henry la far from being his notlon
of tha great model for beginners,
though he recognizes that beginners

tainty that I would first astonish the | supermen. The study and portrayal| | ,cofer’ | must imitate somebody. ©O. Henry, He
Mr. Cabh thought the general Ameri- ' sald, s easy to Imitats, Tlenty of |
un superiority was sccounted for In | good men jn America could have done
| part by the better prices which aues | the O, Henry Lrick If they hod wantad
| temaful writers recelve for thelr work | to follow him.
' here, “80 many of hin terms and refer-
“In this country,” he olwerved, “$500 | ences are alangy, colloquial and mo-
| only & medlum peles for a single | mentary that a reader In twenty years
e R story, If the writer's work Is getting | froth now will have to have a glossary.
y {;‘ e “ | over In good shupe, In Knginnd, out- | No ons will remember then who Cassle
i wide of Kipling wnd Conan Doyle, | Chudwick was.
v AN : : |lh¢-rp are mighty few men whi "f'!'n-l “t», Henry was a master of all the
. NI A - mand any such Ngures.” | parlor tricks. e was & Juggler with
- £ | His enthustiusm for Jacobs, a mas- | words. Ha loved to play with them
= ter humorist who Nas written one and did it wonderfully, He loved & pun
muaterplece of horror, was suggestive, so well that you And him sticking
an It was Inter when, speanking of the  a 'ad one Into the middie of a good
3 Ifl'hel'norui nuture of professional hu- story. And how many of his charac-
) mor, he sald: | ters do you remember, when you cote
b
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world In the pageas of the Atlanii '
Monthly, Nor did | for ops moment s i
dream that any other destiny shaped
my future, <7 v

And yet what happened the moment s
1 =topped writing little experimental !
ensays and wrote a real slory? |
found myself the natural product of
Californla. n shockingly new State, !
which snapped Ite fingers In the face o
of the East and all Iw traditions My

Its history had Insensibly moulded my 0 / " -*
plastic mind, lts atmosphere Impreg- o, 4 -
nated my being to the core. Not that >
1 learned much of the real Chiifornis 3 ' 4
In my home. My grandfuther wus a X a
pillar of the church and fever meh- :
tioned “early days”’ any move than ~ . PP .
he would have hunted out old blankets - >V A
full of scariet fever germs nnd shaken
them in my face. We had family
pravers twice n day., gmce  befove
meals, and Sunday school and church :
were my protesting lot. My ancestors -
on both sides were from New York ol L .
and New England. ~—t = L7 " o

When 1 began to write for publica- | .'N . -
tlon T was As anxious (o plense my — ".‘_. i E
grandfather as to folow along the only | N r& =
lnes | knew. And yot when the first \A oL . . -
story burst out of my callow skull 1 / 'f‘ " ‘. il _‘
violated every tradition, [t exprossed ‘h& \ y 3
myself. a section of the counley thut r 4 \ N
was rabildly new sl might never hinye - 2 '
helit eommunicatlon with New Yok L P " ‘ (R, e
and Bostan, EQW‘N f 1 \

Tt was by no meanw warth the ex. ’ 3" i e
ecration it recelved, save indess) ag LEFEVRE : , ’ " o
symptom, for It was quile withour | - 3 . =
valuas and as cride as padnt,  Hay the fhate by GERT‘RUDE ATHERTDN
point Is that It was Incvitable, and = Gaisler
s much of the lterature so Nercely
denounced —but  no! T exaegernts
fleresly (8 no word 10 apply o the gen-
tiemen of the Institute and Academy; | of Life means the study and portroayal Tey o road 18 N tuff, or Ar-
denounced with satire and righteous | of charactar. temie Ward fossidiny Hiow  welrdly '
indignation Lot wwavs In mellifluous What dues the avernge Ameplean outlomll I Cen Line O 1w
phrasing and not infrequently shot off mean when be calls 8 man o “asreat  met o Climen have done the
with the popgun of eplgram viaracter”™? He means @ carfeatures, 4 thing # it st

Of all those early precepts 5o con- man wWhe interests him by smusing A sliglit Feverential iRe af volvs
clentiously pounded into me | remom- | Rl with sceentricities of behavior aor Wpon the pame of  CUlemens”  with
ber only two, and, come 1o think of it, | vaudevillism of spuech whom Mr Cobls Bias bben compaesd
I stiumbled on them by myself.  Her- The novels of u vountry undoubts iy not have been altegether the calls
bert Bponcer, now repivdipted, sald ape odly retleet the tustes of et country. |ty Imagination
memaorable thing: that style should e e posels wre what they arm  not Among  the smerican  leaders  he
the exproasion of the subject treated lone  because  thelr Wl rs are  mestioned Tarkington Harry lLeon!
at the moment, not a uniform to ft Americans but beeiuse thedr readers Wilson, George Ade. to whose varly
smiles, toars, sunsets and tornadoes,  are Amerleans,  Our novelists write 000 now neglectad <hort stories he s ”
Somewhere In Toaine's “Iistory of ne for money—as Thackeray and Dickens  portfaly Mary Raymond Shipman An- B
wish  Literature” he speaks of the and Scott did- -because ol Amerlonns | drewss Mreoo Delund. Mes Dihinehart
function of Imaginative work ws the are tald to o elve the piblic what the  Gtd Miss Durna Gathing o neweomer in
lifting of npparently ordinary charme- pithiie wante Fithe fleld, of whose present work and =
ters out of thelr monotonous round and | That our fiction Is less artistie than | Prospocts e spoke with  tnncseryved
creating for them situations that would 18 nised to b 1 doabt. Thers wre mone l!r;:r'l‘lfit‘-'n '
develop thelp latent possibilities  for "Tahort storles pablished tosdoy tha: o = favorite novels st LU LS
Kood, q:\ll, greatness op even spectacps | Frenchman wounid eall notabde  than | BEEHRE chalces 1o the Eoelish lun- IRVIN
lar drama.  Although a kgood muny  were published twenty-five vears geo  K08Ee, are “Hthuan Froms "i‘.‘n- (irn- 3-
years have pussed since then I huve | or fifty years sgo tieman from Indinna” “old Wisea for corB
never come upon two principles more | That there s more striving after Now." “An l<-|'I-:w-' af _'.l--t '!“.m-l‘- .
likely to keep a writer out of quags | cloverness s the fuult of the readers a-'r_'h. '\."""""'.'." Witw “Th '-..,_|.
mires, uiid in some measurs of €. Henry —1tle | Wives' Tals : H“.“.i‘.” of e Gup,

To return to the Brownells, Phelpues, most pernicions influsnen that Ameris | 3be Dark Porest,” “The Boss uf Lit-| ) - . R
Mables and all the consclentions res, i lettera s Wl in o my. Diotime-— | W Aready.” He fingds the American h‘al.-.nu " 11“ |!.-~I:;nr\. \,.,' hie il
they make Interesting rewding  apd | worse even than the high prices padd !u.‘ll in genernl Improving . !..T tirn of % I1-- a-rlt T . 1heit ‘
they do no more harm than good. A= by the popular peraslicals Hetwoern Thavkerny , he thought, would =uge | actets, Lo Hey don't Tive
it ever has Yen so it ever shall b O @lenry and the American publle thes :I'"' should 'Phackerny hesin to-doy - o .
avorld without snd.  There 8 1o In- | man who takes hls art serlous!y has a | ']""":"'"'I'I‘:' “_" '“'”""'" :"I'l' “_‘T:':_‘-"l I':.-‘; Where America Excels.
might, no foresight, In the old con-'#lUm clianee to earn enough to live ony MY ™ ’ N CAERE| b
M'Lr\'lll\fl- watich dog Hut ha has his these dase, 'l“"'r'ﬂ].\'-l“""'r""" those of Beott, 1t i“l \B,ELLTSI’PARu’ER B‘UITII‘ER'
place. Do not be too severe on him And yet even our severest critley ad. | WO Hhe Bronts X, &o., tnlked a Hterary i AL r‘" Tf "r_'”'"" A n:“" ": .I '\'\'\,
And where would the supreme wlven- mit that some American writers ire 1‘|'|[1|','|.-1' of which no real person would rl..lh.a " |.| Ipl: .:I'. :ur” :\lr. .‘:’-I ' [
ture of the lteriry Hfe be I0 we did doing goold work, Wha  are  they + | bo cipahlo ',';" L) Ilt"'l'_'{ sihn r.‘ ARl P
not have him to Nght, and the glory., Wreiters know. Do ropdors? Il ulli “'I'l. soma 'I";"""[‘""'L""‘Iunllli'""' t‘ "= I" ' "‘ h I':'”‘ I' T '.‘r"

& updtidied, anedito it v i T, ™ 1 . i ik & " .
: | Here, tou, the culler slipped in a The prime reason wWhy wr short
T Irvin Cobb Turns Critic, ' Aokt a0 host s thac the magsxinse
Rendem to Blalne : o"You, Lo euess hie did sald Mr, Cobhy, | pay bigser Irl..-_l  and Chus attract our
. ' Perhaps of the writers taking part | "1 gwiess Wilde's conversation wis ':"'. best men, in Eurcpe the novel is #t0)
By EDWIN LEFEVRE. in the sympogium, the one who swung | erature’ off the Lot Hot he wis one .”" most uttrnctive to the writer It
| - Ths - Ldlker In o midllion™ may bo that Amierlea lncks the power

The most tiresome of all Herary | Most  re Wy aboard the  train  of e made it ploin that workaday | of contiueus voncentrated oTort and

discyssion 18 that about the narrow  thought conducted by the question- therefore seoks expression n o shorter

vislon and superticiality of our tetion
writers. We have no Thackerays or!
Palzgacs or Tolstoys hecause genluses
are rare, Tho usunl compinint has
been that we don't have even Nrst cliss
wecond Taters and that England wnd
France and Bpain have novelista who
are men of talent and insight and “ar-
tintle conmclence.” &c.  And now our
foremost critle tells us the worst—he-
cause it Is the truth:  Our Hetion writs |
ors are aMicted with cleverness |

In one winv or another evierybody
ammnlls our Actlom producers. | have
yot to hear any writer or oritie or lay- |
man pliace the Wame impartially, |

Now It tnust be plaln to overyhody
that the trouble swith American writers |
I American  renders,  Writers  are |
forced tn bha clever In ordur 1o write |
for people who don't think but wish 1o
be amused. Exeepting In Industein)
matlera  Americanas  are  superficial,
Helng a natlon of dosrs thers mist . he |
In our novels “something doing' all the
time, 1 fAnd the average Amerloan

nalre s birvin Cobh,

The proprictor of Judge I'riest and
sSergeant Jimmy Baghy—who algo, e
it remembered, wrote a tale called *An

CReure o U'pa Side Strect,” anothor
called *The  Belled Buszard,"” and a
third setting forth the awful come-
uppance  that  overtook Danlel the
Myastie - ~lind recelyved tho conundrums

i advanec, wnd hoad noted some oplo-
lons on the margihf, which opinlons he
lovellind gt a caller, wlong with the bur-
rel of o seventy=tve coptimeler clgar
Hpeaking of Hterury operations, he
el thut America, to his mind, ex-
celbd in the modern shart story, Mo
b s, thiere were (Hustrlous Fnelish
nanw, among which he dwelt relinhe
Ingly upon that of W, W, Jacolw,  Huat
I wencenl, mors writers In America
than In any other natlon were turning
it wtories of o notably high grade
The onller suggested somithing
“Caondid, of course” sald Mre, Cohh
“Hiut Conrwd’'s wbort things strike me
as being eluborated character sketches

i Tt A Pre royeen

Maudibility In oolor wiss essantlad In |

Hetion  supremely  satisfying to his
timt this peecount
Meredith doesn't get hime very

In thelr knnek of drawing real chiar- |

R

teresting and conceivahble
all the time, Ne foumd she strength of
the Amerlguan novelists

Btyle, he suld
own way of retlecting his environment,
I thils se e
clining The  devline
I wtylistie elpgince Ia
dechded, overpowering ligp.”

uf

vonselons

enprcinlly admires as natural Distorbins
are Conrad, George Moore, Hatdy and
Mr. Howells. e considers fine pey-
vhological analysis the higher art, but
thitiks Ita summite will never onjoy
the widest appreciation.  He spoke of
Henry James

Conrad’s  vogue  In America. ha
thoneht, ix due vonsideranbly 1o the fuct
that Conrad “writes Tor other writers™
rathor than tor the public at lnrge,

I* to him the writer's | Bennett's

The contemporary writers whom he )

i e R re— el _vd

LTI

form thun the noavel, but that is high-

he wdmitted, I beow dope, and 11016t someg other i
hard. | say It

1 v o very poor memory for (itlos,

acters, and of keeping something in=| but the hulf dozen novels T have wost
happening |

enjuyed fecently ara France's “Penguln
Island aud Totleanrie Tales,” Lagerlof's
Jerusulem,” Poole's "Harbor" Arnold
books (any one of them)

!nmi- for humor-—Tarkington's “seye-
e does not nd style des | epteen

“Heventeen' Ilun't
“Red Clap™

If Tark's
u novel, perhaps Wilson's

helpe—a Breal, | s oven better

1 hiove greatly admicesds in Amerlinn
noviels of recvent date, Laoglse Closser
Wales “Her Soul and Her Body™ f
I hinve the Ldy'= name right), “Cap'n
Brl," Uy Ancoin, David Grayson's
novel, Conguist  of

Turkington's

Canann ™
1 do uot rend enough novels to he
whilis to v whether they ars Improving
ar pat. T do think some recent novels
shiow better tendency -things like
Toole’s “Harbor,”" Tarkington’s "1ur-
moil,” and the new story by 'oole run- |
L]

N

| ginning

ning in Keerybody'a.
speak from his personal taste, and 1
think we have written too many novels
of the mere story-telling type und oot

enough novels of the “study of con-| “His Family,” of I'oule’s now running

| undiseny

ditions” type,

I like & story becauss it s a story, |
but 1 like & good mixture of the other !
sort, and I have had to go to English
and Continental authors to keep the
balance even. I think our writers nre |
beginning to feel a demand for "study |
of conditions” novels and ares ahout to |
write more of them. Churchill is an |
example, in him later books,

There s no reason for supposing |
that authors who died befors 1900
would, If beginning thelr carcers to-|

‘day, apply thelr styles unchangsd tn|

modern material. The blg authors of |
curller diuyw were all shocks. They
threw a new style or a new method
Inte the public face and shocked the'
pulilic Into recognition of thelr work. |
It they lved to-day they would do |t
again, Dickens would not, probably, |
write llke Dickens, becauss he would |
have sense enough to know that Dick- |
ens's method and style were used up
and antigue. Dickens, beginning to-
day, might write like . Honry.
Amoerican novels will never grow
great by applyving the attitudes, meth-

ods and styles of eurller writers. The
groater American novels will be ex-
pressjons of personal individualiny, We

_—
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business on this lack of “study of con=,says It

ditiona” American made novels, and maititude of =p
| now our writers are beginning to pro= Jungle™ muy not s
| duce home made novels of that sort. I but It was unto

| #eo & good markot for the genuine nat«

" America.
A man cun only | Wharton wordy sort;

ural' history of man, study of condi-
tions, broadly psychological novel In
I dm't mean the Edith
I mean somes-
thing that would be a somewhat wail
favored, personal styled novel ke
Tarkington’® “Turmoil” or this story,

In Everybody's.

The O, Henry styla |s not one to he
recommended to any beglnning autlior,
It is & style so personal to O. Henry
that it causes the follower to be merely
o lesser O, Henry. To c¢opy the style
s no compliment to O, Henry but a
slur on hia splendid mind, for he was
great not becausre he wrote In & certain
style hut because ha saw the romance
In out of the way places. His stylo
wan A personal tralt; his stories would
have beemn big had his style been that
of Henry James or IMckens,

The only sense in which 0, Henry
shotild e made a model for the bedin-
ning short story writer is this: O,

Henry did something oiew In 4 Dew

wiy. Go thou and do Hkewive.

Mrs. Andrews's Viewpoint.

A stern categorical criticism svas
hardly to be expected of Mra, Mary
Raymond Bhipman Androws, whose
engaging way of telllng a tale seems
always o install her reader cosily 1n a
hig chalr by a great cpen fre and offer
him tea before chatting to him the
latest news of 1ife and clean romance

“I can't inswer  the  questions
writes Mre. Andrews, and Immedintely
Iwlivs her words as follows

“I have strong fealings agalnst most
problem novels and the storles which
not only hold up the sramy sida to he
looked at but rub the seams into
one's Anatomy.

"I dislike gengrally what are ealled
‘strong’ tales, which howl and ¢lamar
that o spade i severul spades, It s n
mystery to me why o lot of modern
writers and readers seem to think
nothing true to life unless it s un-
savory, Furely there {4 at least as

I much goodness g% viclousness pnd un-
A 1ot more, to .

cleanness In humanity.

my mind

“SHurely 1t's hetter pey ey 1o haeld
up lovely things to oopy th By
things to avold AD TIVe RUEEestlon
i atronger thun & nogut

“As for style aml i fam, don't
we need both? W counldn't  he
sStevenason, nor .l versn, but the
warld is Lig enongh for the two, and
their milion understudle In my soul
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